
People and the prerogative of the Crown. The revolution of
1688 in England was the final triumph of the popular party,
and the consummation of all that had been Bought for by the
Whigs in the long conflict of that century. The same con¬

test grew up in the colonies nearly a hundred years afterwarda.
I need not recount the grounds of ihat quarrel, lurther than
to say that it wo* a struggle against the Executive lor ita en¬

croachments upon popular rights, chiefly in opposition to the

privileges of a representative Legislature. The Declaration of
Independence is the YY hig manifesto in this quarrel. Turn
to that paper, air, and you will recognise in it that the chief
complaint th<*re is against the encroachments of Executive
power:

.

.' He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and
necessary for the public good.
" He has torbiddeu his governors to pass laws of immediate

and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation
until hi* assent should be obtained.
" He has obstructed the administration of justice by refus¬

ing Itis assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers," &c.
These are a lew of the complaints of the Declaration of In¬

dependence. You will remember many others of the same

character. The war of the Revolution brought this congest to

. clcse, and witnessed a second great triumph of the Whigs
over their adversaries. Surely, sir, it will not be said that the
men wno achieved this triumph distrusted the capacity of the
people to govern themselves. That, sir, was the great point
of Uie quarrel.
One thing is apparent in this declaration above all others,

that tne chief grievance complained of is the exerciac of the
veto to control the legislation of the colonies. The veto had
become odioui in England, and no monarch, from the timo of
W illiam the Third, had had the temerity to employ it against
the legislation of Parliament. But it had hern employed
against colonial legislation in various ways, to the great dis¬
content of the country.almost as frequently, sir, and as ca¬

priciously as it has been employed oi late years by our Presi¬
dents against the legislation of Congress. The Whig spirit
of 1776 revolted against it, and that spirit was never uppean-
ed until it was supposed we had secured to ourselves the right
of self-government and the supremacy of the will of the peo¬
ple. The establishment of American independence and the
subsequent adoption of the constitution, it was believed, had
thoroughly secured this great Object. It is true that a quali¬
fied veto was incorporated in the constitution. But this was

done not without dissent on the part of some of the most intel¬
ligent and sturdy republicans in the Contention.of whom
Dr. Franklin was one of the most conspicuous. The veto
was at last only allowed upon the representation made by the
friends of the clause that it was a power of such a character
as would rarely be brought into use, and which would be found
to be sufficiently guarded from abuse by the jealousy with
which a Republican Government would naturally watch ita
exercise. The argument was, that as monarchical England
had not witnessed its exhibition for nearly a hundred years,
republican America would surely find but few occasions to

employ H. gelding to such argument*, the Convention
adopted the qualified veto, as we now read it in the consti¬
tution.

fir, it is this veto which, cs much as any thing else worthy
of note in the latter Administrations of our Government has
re-embodied the Whig party. The veto power has utterly
disappointed the expectations and overthrown the promiaes of
the authors of the constitution. It was intended, is the pre¬
sent Secretary of State once truly said, for " the extreme me¬

dicine of the constitution, and it has become instead .' its
daily bread." It is no longer a qualified veto, but a party ve-

t°' *' |la8 never, in this latter day of its abuse, been used bv
a President against the measures of his own party ; but its
use has been frequent, almost invariable, against the promi¬
nent measaris of his political opponents, when he and hi?
party were in a minority in Congress. You cannot find a an¬

gle nita.-,are of this new Democratic party that has been ve¬

toed : there has not been a great and prominent Whig mea¬

sure, on the contrary, that a Democratic President has not
vetoed. It seems to be almost a badiie or test of this new De¬
mocracy that some bill or other shall be forbidden. There is
scarcely a !:ttle mayor of a little corporation who stands up for
hu democracy who does not think it essential to his demo¬
cratic character that he shall veto some act of his little Whig
Common Council."this pump or that lamp shall not be re¬

paired : let them become extinct, to prove my devotion to De¬
mocratic principles."

It has thus, sir, been made the great instrument for the in¬
crease ol Executive power, and, taken in connexion with the
employment of Executive patronage to enlist parties in sup¬
port of that power, it has wrought almost a civil leVoIution in
the nature of our Government, converting it from one ofre-
pub.ican equality and popular will into one of party proscrip¬
tion and high monarchical prerogative. No constitutional
monarchy has witnessed the exercise of higher or broader Ex¬
ecutive power than that with which we have become familiar
in this republic of ours. The veto, as Hpplied a dozen times
in the last twenty years in this country, would have termina¬
ted the reign of Louis Philippe in France upon the first atten.pt
to exert it.

1

Sir, what was known in the United State* as the old De¬
mocratic party was moulded, in a great degree, by Mr. Jeffc-
son. Its antagonist was the old Federal party. Doubtless
sir, in the lap^e of time, many men belonging to th.>;c two
parti, a have honestly changed sides. Throwing out of vi,-w
all that was personal in the feelings of these parties and which
belonged to the day of their strife, and throwing off also all
consideration of what was local or ternary in their respec¬
tive points o; difference, there was grouud enough left for -in-
cere and hearty conciliation of sentiment and feeling in regard
to the questions of fundimental policy in the administration of
our public affairs. I think that this conciliation of opinion and
surrender of the prejudices and asperities of party feeling are

l
C'°*e ^r' Madison's administration and

throughout the whole career of those of Mr. Monroe and Mr.
Adams wLch fo'lowed it But if we look to the questions
which were supposed to divide the parties when Mr. Jefferson
came into power we shall find that these regarded, more or

mT* i Z V'.Wl!hen«,'wtaiDed in reference to the Executive.
Mr. Jefferson himself has expressed this in a letter which has
been often quoted and with which this meeting is familiar. I

mj 'u8' he ra,y not bakC overstated this
question of difference, but it entirely answers mv present
purpose to show what were Mr. Jeflemon's opinions whether
correct or iiot, as to the distinctive differences between the De-
mocrats of th it day and tile Federalists. For whether the
heder.hsts entertamed the opposite opinions as strongly as
Mr. Jefferson imputed them or not, this letter of his leaves no
doubt as to what he considered cardinal doctrines of his own

F ' wC r 10 v,hich 1 refer was written by Mr. Jef-
fersjn to Mr. John Adams the elder, in 1813, in the course of
a friendly correspondence, at a date in the life of each when
all political acrimony had subsided and given place to the ori¬
ginal sentiments of friendship which they had cultivated in

,,r ®"'ler "Mnjiood. In this letter Mr. Jeffjraon srys :

civil bistn^m,Thhlg "nd To,7 b-national .. well as

mind ofdiSL-T^Si ?.e temi,CI "nd institution of

r.d in .hL ,
'ndmdu,lt- To come to our own country

' wdl ? ,0U *n<1 1 bccame first acquainted, we

Jess^rt ?kT k?.l*rt'es which agitated the old Con-

f l .o^Ker Lk ^"tests. There you and I were array¬
ed together. others chenshed the monarchy of England a-.d
we the rights of our country .

K"* * 10

!°°n "'t (fhe constitution) was put in motion the

««Tw h °? W" :<Kr ',r*wn- Wc broli'- into two p. ties
* ^ to f,ve l,he Government a different direction^.

the one to strengthen the most po|*il ,r bmndi; the other the
mor«. permanent branches and to extend their permanence

We/than?« forLll,t' ^at time, anil as we had been

w^ t ^fr °
r
°n ,^m Publ,c the"'re- »nd °"r ""mes

ThtTh ,. Imorc ,"rru,1,r to our country men, the party

at their hold . "tf e^l* " Wi,,, '',e,n P,KCed J'0"1 name
at u,e,r head : the other, for the same reason, selected mine."

ferson'V!/ ^Tfk Pltin aV0W¦, on th" Part of Mr. Jef-
ferson that one of the fundamental and characteristic differences

th^rel*' t
7 h,in. M "Parating the Democratic party from

he ederal was, that he and his friends looked to the predom-
Ln!tn|!Jn^ °f ,he Ijp8;*la|ure as the Whigs of old

^mm^i ? '.k Engl,nd " ,be *** Rt»"nty of tree Gov-
ernmeni whdst the opposite party diluted their attention
more to the enlargement of the Executive power.
.rrf'r; 7t,ChkWr P*1"* *ccordinr «o the experience this Gov-

ticTrtv tZSAW .

'.* fit'y ' 'l h«Democra.

wES of t!Ll . ?L?r,*,med "" iJcn,i,y w'ti, the
w nigs oi past time, and wtich was identical in this

dTmeJlal^ '".'l' ' *h"11 "l?°W hfruaf,rr' >« '» other fun-
damental haractensUcs with the present Whig partv, or the
Federalist, of that ,»er,od, if Mr. Je»em,n has wrr^tly re!
presented them in contending for the Executive } No Whiir

^lnt/ PrMe"t time c,n dr.ubt on that point. That our oppo-

pS^alJLZ h
*rf,U,,<1 Mr. Jefferson to !l.e

Y^. h.l ,bw.1«""on you have the most mar,if,Id proofs.
i~h£h\E°i2 ". 7' vhr "lrong "nd emPh#,i<- """«

'"7, they dsily justify and extol the veto, it, the most li-
ntious exercise .f it ,luring the last twenty years You

darSti* oJTnl Lr°?f" °f " iB ,ht' °t"n "nd rftiterated dt

States and in Sen B^ ,h" 8en,t' °f ,he Lniled

to wJ! A, £ H,°U- °f Rt>P-esen.atives that it isne^ry
Elsiature ih^if.I" 1,10 encroachment of tho Le-

d-ngejoui to public l^^,"'a^thb°,ly wh'fh ? "^,0 *row

now than to hear ibe veto
^ l'" l° U*

by which the President may
sentatives ; in other words, 'T
not able to govern them^vetTv' R ^p,e arr

trate, to instruct then, in what is g wd for tkf , Y1."'
deny them the privilege of doing what m ^ Bn

nient to himself or bis friends to prevent.
** " " conTP"

It ia something new in the history of free novem,^.. k

these old prerogative notions oftUej.^ ani) thTch^rlrlH
of England revived, advocated, and enforced in tbJ'
%.> "nd ,n ^puhh**,! America, and enforced, sir by

ft* T* WMhi"Kton, to New Yoik, Borton'.nJ
wjere, where there is a public ofScer, and you will f,.d u,I

pendianes and 'mploytn of the Executive, the office-hold.
neo^L, ?k7lnl,eVery r0rtrUM tn<1 pUb,ic r°rurn (A*ch the

Lil .T nR"of Exf^uli',, m*tership. Not a man

hTrd"?^!" U? hr « not . word S
t^ /r^r T.'" 10 th,t M Whig srnuroent which

ra,ue °< >a impendent representative
Rialatute and the danger of tniMing the ExecuUvc witb the

power of controlling ila action. Not a word of this. Why >

Because the Legislature has no putroruge to bestow ; U has
no reward* to give ; it has nothing but incral fore* and pure
devotion to the liberties of tho people. The Executive boldly
and unhluahingly cornea into the field, with iu counties* hire¬
lings, who apeak, act, run, and ride every where a* tliey are

bid, for l heir bread, their daily wages, which they know will
be forfeited upou the first exercise of an honeat opinion on

public affairs, and which wage* are likely to be increased in
proportion to their zeal in doing the miserable work of propa-
gandism confided to them.
Now, Mr. Fresidont, ao far au our position aa Whigu ha*

teforence to thia gieut and engrossing <|ueation of Executive
power and iriHjcnce, we arc precisely on the ground occupied
by Mr. Jefferson ; and it ia wor'.uy of remark that Mr. Jef-
feibou, acting in conformity with these principles, never in the
couise of his eight year* ol public administration put hia veto

upon a single act of the Legislature ; never" pocketed" a bill,
nt> it ia culled ; never said, "if you bad consulte d me I could
have given you a bill better than the one you aent me." Such
doings belong only to the era of the new Democracy. And,
sir, so far as the pieaent poaition of our adversaries has refer¬
ence to thia same great and engrossing question, I will not say
it ia coincident with that of the Federalists at the period to

which Mr. Jefferson allude*, but it goes u bowshot beyond any
thing advocated bv the Federalists of that time ; it iB ultra
and extra Federai in. the tense in which these doctrines have
ever been imputed to tbr Federal party. It is, jn fact, o re¬

vival of the most odious and offensive doctrines of the cava-

licra of Charles the First's time.the very antipodes of all that
we hata been tuught as vital to the >ucc< ss and distinctive ex¬
cellence of free representative Government.
80 much, air, for tbi» question. Now, let us look at other

questions which are declared to enter into the organization of
|»rties.

In the platform of the naw Democracy the Whigs are

charged with being the advocates.
1. Of the constitutionality and expediency of a national

bank.
2. Of the constitutionality and erpedienpy of making ap-

probations for internal improvements, roads, canals, rivers,
and harbors.

3. Of the constitutionality and expediency of tariffs for the
protection of the labor of the country.

And, on the other hand, these buildera of the platform claim
for themselves to be opposed to the Whigs on s! I these points:
to be irreconcileat ly adverse to the constitutionality of a bank ;

equally so to that of internal improvements; and, on the
point of protection to Ameiicau labor, they declare themselves
at last, after abundant equivocation, the enemies of all useful
and effective legislation having reference to that. Their most
authentic exponents amongst their public speakers and their
newspapers go even further than this, and boast the party to
be the streiiuous and determined advocates of free trade.
Those three questions.the bank, the internal improvement,

and the tariff.present what the paity have for years pa»i
claimed to be the chief distinctive topics upon which they
stand opposed to the Whigs. They ae the tests of political
fr itemization. They who support the affirmative on these
propositions are, in the new nomenclature of that anomalous
party who hive orected the Baltimore platform, Federalists ;
they who take the negative on those questions call themselves
the Democracy.

I am aware that the Baltimore platform professes to exhibit
some other materials for parly distinction ; it contains a sche¬
dule of minor political waies, which seem to have been thrown
in for the sake of show. They ate, in part, declarations con¬

cerning liberty and equality, which ho party nor man in this
country has ever disputed; and, in part, some very solemn
trumpery touching a disclaimer of the cxercise of doubtful
powers , iheir attachment to a strict construction of the con¬

stitution ; and their respect for the will of the people ; nil of
which assumes an air of ridicule when the professions of tho
party on these points are brought into contrast with their rei¬
terated and constant practice.
Now, si:, coniir g to the consideration of these prominent

differences in the policy of the two parties, 1 affirm that this
Baltimore platform party stand at this day radically in opposi¬
tion to the whole theory and practice of the old Democratic

I whose name tbev have endeavored to usurp ; that they
| ire antagonists of that party in all points; that they have
nothing in common with it, cither of sentiment or action;

that in all they do and say, in all tha: they uphold, and
all 'hat th«y reject, tboy disparage end discredit that party and
endeavor to bring it into contempt with the country ; that, in
fact, not being democratic themselves, thej do not understand
or do not value the principle- which constituted the pa-ty of
Jefferson and Madison. Let ut look at he position i»t the
Democratic party in its best days in reference to these ques-

| tion*.
I will not say, sir, that Mr. Jefferson wis satisfied of the

constitutionality of the bank. During his Administration that
was not a party question. His Cabinet was Jivideu upon this
point. He and Mr. Madison were against it; Mr. Gallatia
and Mr. tMiiith were in fivor of it. But, at the same time,
sir, no one was inore ready to testify to the asefulness of the
bank than Mr. Jefferson. 1 have a letter of bis in my posses¬
sion written to Mr. Wirt in 1811, in which, speaking of Mr.
(rallatir:'s support of the bank and its importance to.the f'rea-
aury, he saya:
" I know he derived immense convenience from it, because

t!»py g*' e the effect of ubiquiiy to hia money, wherever etepo*
sited. Money, in New Orleans or Maine, was at his com¬

mand, and bv their agency transfoi med, in an instant, into
money in London, in Paris, Amsterdam, or Canton. "

Aa the Cabinet was divided, ao was the I»emocratic party
in Congreas divided upon it. I'pon thia question it was well
known that the vote of each Hou<<e furnisheu but a majority
of one against it It waa not, therefore, a party question at
that day. Subsequently, as I shsll have occaaion to ahow,
the Democratic party adopted a settled opinion in favor of the
bank.

Then, as t) the Internal Improvement question. 8ir, every
body kuows.every body, at lca»t, in ;his secjon of the ceun-

<r3'.'hat the Cumberland road originated in the administra-
j tion of Mr. Jefferson, and thit he signed the first bill which
brought it into exi tence. Every body also knows, air, that
the first tytlem of internal improvenx nts was, at a later date,
proposed to the nation by Mr. Calb >un, and was, to use the
laiifjuage of Mi. McDuffie, "carried through the House of
Represents'ives by a large majority of the liepuhlicunt, in¬
cluding almost every one of the leaJing men who carried us

through the late war. ' Thia, air, alludes "pecilically to that
party which hsve always been recognise I as the special
triends and supporters of Mr. Jefferson.Uyj Democrats of
foimer days. .

Now, sir, as to the Tariff.or the Protective System. No
statesman in America has been more explicit upon 'his suS-
ject, none more thoroughly impressed with a sense of its value
than Mr. Jefferson. He was the aJvocate of protection for

I the sake of protection. He was not conversant in this cant of
incidental pr tection, and judicious tariffs, and had never
contemplated the ingenious mys.ification of a Kane letter, or
the pithy equivocations of a mo Jem Democratic banner. No,
rir, he marched boldly up to the question, and talked of lay¬
ing duties for the protection of American Isltor.countervail¬
ing duties against the policy ofother nations.looking to them
mainly to answer the ends of protection, and recommending
them when neceasary to hia object, whether they might pro
duce revenue or not. These opinions of his are familiar to'
the country. " When a nation imposes high duties," says
Mr. Jefferson, in bis report to the House of Representatives
in 1793, .' on our productions, or prohibit* them altogether
it may lie proper for us to do tic name by theirs, first burden-

j ing or excluding those productions which they bring here in
I competition with our own of the same kind."

In his second annual mesaage to Contjreaa, in enumerating
the subjects to which the attention of Government should be
drawn, he uses this language :

.
"To cultivate peace, and maintain commerce and naviga-

ion in all their lawful enterprises; to foster our fisheries as
nurseries of navigation and for the nurture of man, and pro-
tert I/* manufacture* adapted to oi'r circumstances t to prv-
*el7e, 'I" n,t'on- fee..these are the landmarks by
wl.ich we are to guide ourselves in all our |»roceedings."

These arc a few evidences of Mr. Jefferson's opinions upon
this po-nt. They speak for themselves, and render it UQal«t-

cessary that I should refer to other declarations of his equally
strong and to the point. Contrast theae opinions with the

j oraclos of the Baltimore Convention, and with the ceaseless
assaults of the p*|*i« and crators of this new counterf. it De¬
mocracy upon the Whigs, for remaining fue to the faith of
Mr. Jefferson, and you will be abie to estimate the claims of
this spurious parly to the name they have usurped and the
linkage to which they pretend.

But, sir, lc* 6s look at the Administration of Mr. Madison.
We may well suppose that eight years waa scucely sufficient
to digest and mature the policy of the nation upon all th- great
questions which had boen confided to the management of the
Democratic jierty by 'he «lection of Mr. Jefferson. We are
aware that time and experience are both requisite m n.ablo the

l wisest atatesmen to build upa ayst-in of sdministration which
shall tie found adequate to moet the emergencies of an active,
industrious, and ;hnving nation. The men at the head of
affaire roaat find continual necessity to ol» erve the jir.^iessof
tlietr pokey, and to make such occasional .nfcndment* ,n it
as the interests of the country may demand. It i» wonderful
to note how much was done in the first twelve y.ars of 'hi*
(rovemtnent. Mr. Jefferson's adminiffrau.*, which followed

I
^at period, wrs one in which the country w^s /rea'ly occu-

|wJ with its foreign aff airs. Mr. Madieou's was Mill more fo.
He had a war threatening hiin during the whole pened ef bis
ftret term, and actually war.d during the larger p .r«ion of hi-
aecond. This war brooght a great fund ef useful experience
into tho public counsels. It had put our institutions and o<;r
poltcy to the severest t«at. The differences of opinion in re-

card to tha bank had lieen resolved almost into perfect hsrroo
ny by the conviction of its absolute and paramount impor¬
tance to the Government during that period o' trial. Mr.
Madison, in common with many other leading Democrats^
had doubted the conalitutionaUty of the lank only l-ecauae tbey
did not cunccive it to te " neceasary and proper, ' in the Ian-
guage of the constitution, as an instrument to execute other
powers. The war had demonstrated, in opposition to this

| opinion, that it was eminently "nfoee*ary and properand
the whole Democratic paity la Congress, th« whole of n, and

the great mass of the Democratic party out of Congreas.in¬
deed I believe the whole of it tittle.united in a cordial adop-
tion of the bank. Mr. Clay, Mr. Crawford, and I know not
how many others of the mo,t distinguished ineu of that day,
renounced, in company with Mr. Madiaou, their objections to
this institution, and gave the new charter their support. I hat
charter waa reported by Mr. Dalian, the Secretary of the 1 rea-

mry, and waa carried by a Urge vole through both Houaea,
waa aigned by Mr. Madison, and became tho law of the land.
Thua the question of the constitutionality and cx|)«l.eDCj of
the bank waa settled by the Democratic party in it* po tiniest
day.settled imder the auspices of one of the mo*t intelligent
and illustrious of Democratic President*, with his concurrence
and aid, and carried through the forma of legislation by the
moat talented, patiiotic, and upright leader* of the Democratic

'^The veur 1810, the la»t year of Mr. Madison's terin, wit¬
nessed also, sir, the settlement of another great question.That wag tho year of the firat high protective tariff. The act
for regulating the dutie* passed in that year waa, what in that
day was regarded a id intended to te, one of clear, avowed,
ai d decided protection. It contained, amongst other thiuge.
duties on iron as high as #2.50 per hundred weight, on indi¬
go 15 cents u pound, on salt '20 centa a bushel, on spirits as

high aa 75 cenu a gallon, on brown sugar 3 cents, and white
U cents a pouod. These are ell hr,h protective duties, laid
for the sake of protection ; and what I deaire more particularly
to call to your attention, in reference to ihia art, i«, that it
waa the first act in American legislation in which the much-
talked of minimum principle waa introduced, and introduced
bv the aid of Mr. Calhoun and other leading Southern De¬
mocrats. Thia bill waa aigned by Mr. MaUison on the 27th

Thua* air, it waa reserved to Mr. Madison's administration
to aottle the question of the constitutionality and expediency of
the protective system in favor of domestic labor, just aa it waa
hi* fortune to settle tho question of the bank.that ta to say,
air, by the zealous aid and co-operation of the great Demo¬
cratic party of the nation.

. , jNow, air, the internal improvement question, which is the
next in these three cardinal incisures by which parties are

claimed to be distinguished, had been already settled by tho
highest Democratic autho. iUes in the case of tho Dismal Swamp
Canal and that of the Cumberland road. In referencei to this
road, allow rne to refer to Mr. Jefferson^ message of the lttth
of February, 1808, to show to what point he contemplated its

final extension. He snys
«« I have approved of the route proposed a» far as Browns¬

ville with a aingle deviation which carries it through Union-
town, trom thence to the Ohio, and the point withm the legal
limits at which it s*iall strike tlwt river is still to be decided,
^(c . . . .« Xn this way we may accomplish a continued
.uid advantageous line of communication Irom the seat ot the
General Government to St. Louis, passing through many in¬

teresting points ot the W estern country.
Appropriations w^re frequently made to this road during
r. MadironV Administration ; and I believe in no case didMr

they ever encounter a serious opjiosition from any Democratic
portion of the House. The bills for making these appioprta
tions were invariably signed by Mr. Madison. But we have
a still more explicit avowal of hi* opinious in reference to this

question in one of his lust messages.that of 1815..u which
he suggests to Congress the propriety of giviug their atten¬
tion to internal improvements as amongst the first duties de¬
volved upon them after the return of peace. His language in

this message was :

¦< Among the means of advancing the public interest, the oc¬

casion is a proper one for recalling the atte.itjon of Congress to
theimMt importance cf establishing throughout our country
the roads and canals which can best Ji executed under the na¬

tional authoritv. No objects within the circle ot po itieal
economy so richly r l»a\ the expense bestowed upcm tliem;
>here are roue the utility of which is more universally ascer¬

tained and acknowledged; none that do more honor to the
Government, whose wise and enlarged patriotism duly appre¬
ciates them."

These suggestions are concluded with the following remark:
" It is a hapuy reflection that any defect of constitutional au¬

thority which may be encountered can be sinplied in a mede
which the constitution ha* providently pointed out. Ihia
clause in the message ha* reference to some doubts which hac
obtaiird at that time touching the right of ttu Government to
construct public works, as distinct from the right to mtlkt ap¬
propriations tor them. This latter right.was almcst univer¬

sally acknowledged and practised upon by the Democratic par¬
ty ; the former bad excited considerable diveruty of opinion.
It ie in deference to this diversity of opinion thit Mr. Madi¬
son's concluding supgestion is mede ; made, sir, I would ob¬
serve, without intimating his own conviction on the ope aide
or the other. Leaving 'hit minor consideration out ol view,
(for certainly, if tho powe-of appropriation is adm.tted, we spe¬
cial mode of constructing these works is a question of minor

importance,) this message isconclmivoUj thow th" warm and
hearty approbation given by Mr. Madison to that policy of
internal improvement which the Democrat y of our day regaid
with so much horror and denounce with such clamorous reite¬
ration. My object is to show, sir, that the Whigs upon this
qtieseion, as upon the others to which I have alluded, stand
side by side with Mr. Madison.
Now sir, I reviewed the essential elements of tho old

Democratic Vlatlorm in 1816 : the Maditonian platf.-rm. Sir
I want no tetter platform than that of James Madison. 1
know no tetter teat or rule by wl.ich to examine or meagrethe gctiu.ne Demociatie party than that supplied by tbe Ad¬
ministration of this wise, virtuous and true hearted patriot.
In my vocabulary that man is a Democrat who sustains the
measure* of this Administration. He who does not sustain,
but repudiates them, 1* uo Democrat, whatever nickname he
may choose to adopt. , . . _

It will Wit do, sir, to talk to us about Progresfive
Democracy," when the question before us is the interpreta¬
tion of the powers of the Government. What was constitu¬
tional in 1810 is constitutional now. What was essentially
characteristic of our republican representative Government
then, cannot be les* so now. Measures, I admit, may be
more or less applicable to the wants of the peorile at different
rieriods of their progress. It may be expedient at one dav to
'.itahiish a bank, for instance, or to increare a tanll, and less
expedient to do n at another. These are consideration*
which are temporary and fluctuating in their nature, and insy
be enforced or abandoned, hi different states of the country,
without any abandonment of principle; but the greaf doc
twines of the constitution are eternal, they end are as long as

the Government, and cannot te maintained and repudiaied
without a correspondent change in the polittcu. faith of thoee
who do so. The new Democracy, in regard to all these
points which I have touched.essential, vital, and discnimna
live as they were of the political character of a party.in all
those points the new Democracy are the reiy antipodes of the
old ; and, in the same degree, is this new Democracy the an-

ti wde.; of the Whigs. Try the Baliiroore Convention party
b; this standard, and you will find that they have not, as I
have an id before, one aingle principle in common with the
I>emoc-at.c party of which Mr. Madison was the head ; n;*
one. Try the Whig party by thia standard, and you will
find thein identical with the Democracy of 1816.

But, sir, I hive another te«t of the identity of these parties.
We have looked at the priori pies and policy of the Demo¬
cratic party of 1816 : let us now look at the men who con¬

stituted conspicuous and prominent leaders of that party.
men whose names have become incorporated with the history
of that party. I shall present you some o( those, sir, as tar
as the lapse of time boa enabled me to summon them to our

recollection.
. . ,

Among*' tl.e men most conspicuous in .uMainin* the De¬
mocratic administrations of .leffcreon, Madison, Monroe, and
John Viuincy Adama, I have to name Albert Gallatin, the
Secretary of ihe Treasury under Messrs. Jefferson and Madi-
m both, Robert Smith, the Secretary ol tho Navy of Mr.
Jefferson and Secretary of Stats of Mr. Mjdtson ; i*mtt
Monroe himself, Mr. Madison's Secretary of State, and after-
wardaPresident; and Dallaa,Crawford. Granger, Mcips.Crown-
insbieid, Jones, Thompson, Southard, John McLean, James
Barbour, Shelby, Armstrong, Potter, Roducy, Piuknay,
Wirt. The«, sir, with others I might nanir, were membeis
of the Cabinet, at oife time or other, during these adminis¬
trations. I name those, air, beeuse they were distinguished
and strenuous supporters of what I have called the Madiso-
nian platform, and because nearly every one of themi lived
long enough to take a part in the organization ol the Whig
party, and bavo been distinguished tor their support of that
party to the latest period cf th«ir lives.
Now, air, who were the supporters of these administrations

in Congress ? I will name first and foremost, a* first in oui
al'ec'ions and dearest in all our memories Henry Clay, the
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the groat champion
of tbe Madi«onian administration, tho eon! of the hightoned
Dr mocracy of 1816, the gallant leader of the nation through
its most trying perila. After him, I name a host of others
his companions In the conflicts of that time, who Inbored with
him to exalt the honor of his country in the development of
every great principle by/which free government and tbe pros¬
perity of our Union were to te inseparably bound together
ami rendered perpetual. I recall, in thia cjnnexion, the
name* of Sergeant, Lowndra, Calhoun, (for at one time a-r,
he a is a atrong Whig.) Morrow. Pope, Hemphill, Darling¬
ton, Vance, Metcalfe, Whittlesey. Wr.ght, I,etcher, Crnten-
dan, James. Brown. Johnston, Poindexter, Root, Schick,I .a rock ( manv of whom aic yet living to illustrate the Whig
parly, nnd nearly all of whom have boine a conapicuoua j*rt in

the Whig contests of our lime. I mention ihese name, at
random, aa men familiar to the memory of the nation in the
rank* of the old Dem xwy. Those who hear me will te
able to add m.*ny to this list. We ate more familiar, sir,
with our Maryland Democrats of tbe old school. I^t us
examine where they are in this relation. I may fall into
aoin« error in the d*Agnation of Ihe political character of
some I nitty name in thia list, hut I am sure I am right aa to
much tbe larger number of ihern : I think, with regard to all.
Where I aim wrong you will correct mo. There is Kent, who
perved the State in both houses of Congreas through tbe ad-
ministrat one of Madison, Monroe, and Adams, and who fired
to hold a eonepieuous place >o the Whig rank*, Lloyd, Pinek*
ney, Archer, Alexaoder McKim, Wright, Mitchell, Peter,
Reed, Bayley, Ringgold, Smith.for Oen. Smith, sir, waa a

good Whig in all hia opiniona.Barney, Hayward, Semmes,
Spruce.I may add to Gabriel Duvall, firat a repreaeota-

live of Maryland anil afterwards a Judge of the 8upreme
Court, bui always a Democrat and always a Whig. Now,
air, going out of (be rank* of political station into those of
private Ute, we may recall many ol ^ae Democrats of the
old time who, no: less democratic in these latter days, have
l>een identified with the Whig*. V'ou will find individual* of
this claaa all around you. Wo remember Nile*, and Kelt, nnJ
Stewart, and Gleriu, now nambered with the deed, a» leading
Democrat* in the politics of Ma'yland.Gales and Seaton are
atill alive to lead in the van of toe Whig march ; the iditorsot
our oldest Democratic papers in Baltimore.the American and
Patriot.are still where they were. Sir, it is only a waste of
time to set'k to add names to this cstaligue. 1 venture to

aay, air, that throughout the Stute of Maryland, whert we
know the people beet, you ahall lind the most influential an

approved of the old Democratic leaders in the VVhig ranks.
Then, sir, who opposed the Democratic Administrations of

Madison, Monroe, or Adams * I can larnUh you a f> w names
for that list. Out ol our own Slat*, 1 am nut sufficiently m-
iniliar with the political men ol the past to give you as large a

catalogue as many others might do; hut I can give you a few.
There is James Buchanan, the present Socr^tary of Siate,
Henry Hubbard, of Now Hampshire, he who.figured so con¬

spicuously in the nomination of Mr. Polk « Garret Wall, o

New Jersey, Ruel Williams, of Maine, William Willuns, of
Pittsburg, ileary D. Gilpin, now cast away on the sandbar ol
the Free Soil party, Judge Kane, Mr. Polk's correspondent,
Richard Rush, first a Federalist, afterwards a Whig, and now
one of the new Democracy, Charles J. Ingeraoll, John P.
Cushman, Croewtll, of the Albany Argus, Martin Chittenden,
former Governor of Vermont, Bryant of the Evoning Post, in

New York, llancrofi, now the Miniater in England, the late
Alexander Everett, Dutee J. Pearce, Harmunus Bleeckor.
Theae are a few, out ot Maryland. We are more conversant
with those at home. Let us reckon sqnie of tbem. There
was the late General Harper, the present Chief Ju»ticc of tae
United Stales, Mr. Taney, Judge Heath, Mr. Carmichael, of
the Eastern Shore, the late Mr. George Winchester, Judge
Frick, Mr. Herbert, General Howard, the late Mr. Francis
Key, of the District of Columbia.all our Goveniois, and
candidates for Governor, nominated by the Baltimore Conven¬
tion party in this Slate, since the constitution gava the elec¬
tion to the people : Governor Grayson, Governor Francia
Thomas, Mi. Carroll, the candidate of 1814, and tho present
Governor of ihe State. Sir, that paity has never been able
to find a candidate for Governor out ol the old federal ranks.

These, sir, are the men who have in past lime-*, and in ih®
present, been arrayed ugaii.r.t ihe party of Mr. Madison, and
the Madiaonian platform. These ar 3 the Federalists of tbat
day, when the Dem-cracy was embodied under Madison,
Monroe, Adams, Crawford, and Clay : they are now the
leaders of ton pa-ty of the Baltimore platform. Sir, they have
not changed their principles. I will do them the justice to

aay that, by whatever aefcidenU or coutrivancej of the day it
has come to pass that they are found enrolled under a new

name, such of them bb are now alive are no less opposeJ to
the principles anu party of Mr. Madison than they ever were.

Among* the names 1 have enumerated I have some highly
esteemed personal iriends, and have loo much respect boih for
their intelligence and their integrity to^ believe that they have
had any purpose to induce any one to infer that they have re¬
nounced their often expressed convictions ol political duty, and
abandoned their opposition 10 that o'd party ag linxt whom
the* have been accu&to.ned to contend. The masse* of the
nevr Democracy have come to them, they have not budded
from their old ground.

'.'hese ne«v combinations in the politics of the present day
ma' be easily understood by a reference to the histor\ of par¬
ties in a later era than that of Mr. Madison.

fir, the administration of Mr. Monroe wm conducted
through a period of almost profound political calm. The set¬
tled policy of Mr. Madison.that which I nave railed the
Malisonian platform.seemed t> have quieted al! discontent,
suldued all party exasperation. From that time forward the
poltics of the National Government appeared only to be di¬
vide on the question of men.not measures. Th< ineatures

upin which the country had settled wire too popular for as¬
sault. The country grew prosperous under their influence;
a:i« not until the administration of Mr. Adams did tiiere arise
an' opposition which deserved the name. But still the ad¬
ministration was kept in tbe hands oi the Democratic party.
Net, sir, that there was any proscription of men holding of-
fici, for proscription in those days war ur,known ; it diii not
bebng to the principles of the old Democratic party : but 1
me«n, sir, that no Federalist was brought into tne Cabinet,
eiher during the time of Mr. Monroe or Mr. Adams.
The election of Gin. Jackson produced a new era, a new

coirse of administration, new men, and new measures. InI 18.6 Gen. Jackson wroie a letter to Mr. Monroe.this was

jua after Mr. Monroe's election wan retained.in which
he advised the President elect to discard all party divisions in
his administration. "The Chief Magistrate (said he) of a

grtat and powerful nation should never indulge in paity feel¬
ing." ..Every thing depends on the selection of your min-
jgtm*' «. consult no party in your choice." This wa. Gen.
Jackeon's advice. That let'er was published all over the
L'uon. It broujl t largi portions of the Federal party to
Gen. Jaekaon's support ; it wus applauded, besides, by great
nunbers of the Democratic parly ; it made him very popular
wih both.

Gen. Jackcon was elected lu 1829. His inaugural address
presented strong Whig views. He spoke in favor of limning
..the Executive powerin favor of the protection of menu-
farturea ; in Lvor of " internal improvement ar.d the d.ffusion
of knowledge. so far as they can be promoted by the consti-
tuttonal acl^ ol the General Gn»"mrnent." And " I will give
heed (he says) to tbe corectioo of those abuwJs which have
ii'-augbt tLc patronage of the Federal Government into con¬
flict with the freedom of elections."
Then, sir, in his fleet message, we had, first, the recom¬

mendation of a tariff that .'should place our manufactures
in fair competition with those of other countiiessecond,
the distribution of the surplus revenue for the improvement
of inland navigation and the constitution of highways in the
several Stater.; and, lastly, a National Bank, U> be founded
ii on the credit and revenues of tbe Government."

All this sir, seemed to bid fair for the complete seeurity ol
our Madwu-isn p'atfomi. I will not pursue the history of
this Administration sc far as to show how bitterly all the*e
promises were disappointed. My object is to trace the pro¬
gress of parties, ami to show how the leading men of the
nation were disposed.

,Gen. Jackson's was the first administration which, amee
the davs of "r. JetTcr*oo, brouRtit tbe Federalists into power.
Acting urv,n the advice which, twelve yens before, be had
given to Mr. Monroe, he corsulVed no paiiy in the choice oj bis
cabinet, but constructed it indifleiently of Democrats and
Federalist.-

..... .. ...in his ubinet were Mr. Tan-y, Mr. McLane, Mr. Living¬
ston, and Mr. Berrien.all distinguished Federalists. Mr.
Van Burin, who was at tbe bead of tbe cabinet, had opposed
Mr. Madison's nomination in 1812, for a second term.being
then opooed to the war.and had taken ground with the Fe¬
deral party. It is true that he subsequently enounced this op¬
position rhen he found it we# likely to be fruitless. Mr.
Woodbury was also n member of this cabinet : he had been
elected Governor of New Hami-hire but a few years before
by the aid of the Federal party in that State. It was mani¬
festly Grn. Jackson's design, in making these appointments,
to cHilerate the old party distinctions, and to give to the Fe¬
deralists a libera! participation in the Government. It ho
had persevered in the scheme of administration suggested in
his inaugural, that is, if be had adhered to tbe Madisoman plat¬
form, it is prcbrblc he would have accomplished almost the
annihilation of parties. His administration, on the contrary,
finally took the most decided grounds of opposition to the
whole of this scheme of policy. Tbe veto power wss called
to hia aid, «nd used with the most reckless despotism in the
»ff>rt to curb and control Conors**: a bitter system ol pro¬
scription win adopvd ; the bank was overthrown, the Ur.fT
th'ewtened and assailed, and the internal improvements ar¬
rested. AH those who were attached to ihe policy thus over¬
thrown n :irod frtn his support, and ereced what is now
called the Whig psiiy.in other words, revived the old l>e-
mocratic party of 1816.

. .

During Gan. J.ckson's time his party was called 'the
Jackson party." The old Democratic parly who felt them¬
selves compelled to reorganize themselves in opposition to
bim, took the name of Whigs. It is true that many F. der-
alMs of the old time joined this party, because they bad left
convinced that the Madisoman policy afforded the strongest
ami best support to the prosperity of the country. It is true,
too, sir, that many of the former Democratic party adheredI te
Gen. Jackson throuRh all his changes, allured by tbe^ brilli¬
ancy of his popalar repute, his military fame, and the MM
a.,d startling vigor of his ebarscter. Nearly all the jh.litieal
federalists of the country.if I may so describe that portion of
their party who were imWioui of puWir employroent, ana

who feit moet acutely the long proscription or denial undor
which they had li»ed since H(Mi -all rallied the more closely
to his support and took the control of his Administration ; that
i«. a«sumed the lead in tfce organ;»li<>n of the masses in bis
favor, and gave the chief impulse to the course and direction
of his Administration. Thty consequently hecaaie very con¬

spicuous ia the country, and invariably obtained hi»,b posi¬
tions of honor and emolument. 1 pon this foundation wss

the Jackson party erected, and upon thu foundation grew to
w!iat we have seen it. During all the period ef Jackson «

t.'hie.f Magistracy we h«rd nothing about a Deim-cratie party.
The W'.iigs were oontent with their name, because it embo¬
died, through the force of historical recollections, the cotef
pr pcipb s of their association, :md recalled ihetr demwrauc
origin. The Jsrkson party, ou the other hand, were santent
wi«h theirs, because it expressed no faed princip'es, ai.il ul-

thein to cmbrac^ or re^t whatever iluclrincs 'lie turn
of the ,Political wheel might lift up or overthrow : it enable.!
them to follow their grea> leader into whatever politirkl lati¬
tude his view of their means of success might prompt him
In steer.

...When Mr. VAi Buren succeeded General Jackson the
party, being under a new leader, could no longer retain the
name by which they had be*n content to be known, and there
was not potency enough in thai of the new President to allow
them to substitute his. The Van Buren party eould not hope
In work a spell by that designation. So, air, at hi*, Mr. Van
Bores'*, tuggesUon, at 1 have reason to believe, they cua-

ningly enough took up the then unappropriated name of the
Democratic party, without the slightest reference to iW signi- j
ticaiice in relation to their priuciple*.even with a conscious-| ne >s of the absurd masquerade in which it presented them. jhiid boldly determined to outface the world'* ridicule upon it* jincongruity, and to wear it iu spite of the derision of enemies
or the honest shame at friends. It was a cunning part of thin
device to cast upon the opponent of this new Democratic
party the correlative term which, ir. old times, had existed of
the Federal party, and accordingly, bir, the whole line of
newcpa|»er batteries by which ihe new party was defended,
opened upon the Whigs an inces-anl lire, in which every jun
was loaded with the charge of Federalism. From that period
we are to date the birth of this extraordinary nondescript, the
new Democracy, and the miiaclu cl Mr. Madison s idfnMhii
tioii aniflhe identification of his friends with the old Federal
party of 1816. This has brought about Bum-j strange meta-
norphoses. By the legerdemain of this ojteration Mr. Clay,
Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Crittenden.and I nairn: them only as

descriptive of a whole part* in the cjuntry.old, tried, and
approved champions of the Democratic cause, have come to
I*, without any fault of their own, without the slightest change
of opinion or conduct, and equally without their own know¬
ledge or consciousness, they ha*e corr.e to be Federalists! and
Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Hubbard, and Mr. Wall, and a thousund
others, equally old, tried, ai.d approved Fed. raliata, whether
without ar.y consciousness of the change I will not say, have
come to be genuine, authentic, and undoubted Democrats!
Certain it is, sir, that the gentlemen I have first named stand
to day, in all political doctrine, in all convictions of the value
ol a defined Government policy, precisely where they stood in
1816. In no jot have they changed. Whether the others
can say as much I cm not concerned to inquire. The party
stems to have been guided by that dexteious precept an¬

nounced in the ballad.
" If we cannot alter things

^Why, then, we'll change their names, air."
Ever since the success of this feat, the new Democracy

seem to have been as much at a loss to find their principles,
as Japhet to discover his father. The whole career of the
party, from that day to this, has been one of experiment.
We have -*en them in the course of twenty years, on both
Fides of every question, either of doctrine or policy. At one
time :hey were fur a bank, afterwards against it : First, agiumt
the substreasury, then for it; as to the tatifl, the peculiarity
of their position is, thit they have been fur it and against it
all the tim^.for and aguinst at the same moment: they weie

fur internal improvements.againut them.and fur them
again : in short, in quitn a p. rplexity upon this point. Then
ai.ain, sir, they were for the distribution of the proceeds ol
die public lands, and then against them. They have been
for State banks and against them. They have claimed to
be the friends of a hard money system, and th* enemies of
paper money, at the very moment when they were locking up
the coin ol the country, and flooding the land with paper.
Thoir clumsy Subtreasury, which 'bey have erected at last,
they find it impossible to manage, and are themselves iu daily
viola'ion of the law of its existence. I« it a wonder, sir, thnt
such a paity should be constantly building platiorms > la it a

wonder that such a party should be angry at us because we

do not build as many as they do 1
.

Sir, there is one thing to which they have been invariab.y
true, and that is to the encouragement and extension of the
Executive power ofthe Government. Id that they have been
consistent with all their past history. They have pursued this
with an eager zeal, which time has not abated nor circum-
sta ico diverted from its object. In this they have been unre¬

mittingly constant and true to the original principles of their
organization. The veto power has beeu their hobby.their
ready aiu in every time of need.the darling oi their thoughts.
It is their favorite threat in Congress against any arid every
party-denounced measure, which the people have gathered
force sufficient to carrv through that body : il is the staple of
ineir boastings out of Congress, how efficacious the v->to la to
save the people from their own representatives. In the history
of the veto.before the new Democracy had shed their i.ght
upon a benighted country.it had been used in forty years but
eight times; that is, on an average, once in five years; and
tbca, only upon new questions and on considerations which
obtained for it a lull acquiescence not once on mere party
grounds. In the succceding eighteen ye*rs, marking the
period of the new illumination, it has been used in one
form or another; that is, in the direct application of it, or

indirectly by .« pocketing".to use the common phrase.the
tills of Congress.twenty-three times : eleven times by the
flat veto, and twelve times by the pocketing process. This,
too, always, with perhaps me or two excej^ionf, upon party
grounds. It his been used repeatedly upon the same ques¬
tion, notwithstanding that the people have, over and ove.

a 'ain, elected representatives to renew the same legislation
in Congress, and upon which the President had submitted to
the country all his objections. Thu i showing that the veto
was persisted in, after the country had parsed iu matured
judgment upon the subject in question.

This has been particularly exemplified in the case of the
river and harbor bills of several successiae year-.

Again, sir, the Executive has boen sustained by the party
not only in its vetoes, but even more conspicuously in the
complacency with which it has been allowed <o dictate to the
legislation of Congress. It may be truly nifirmed that be¬
tween these two forms of directing the Executive influence,J Congress has last so much of iu independence in the last
twenty years as to render it a body of leas iroedom of will
than the legislatures of either France or England. Sir,
during those twenty years there has scarcely been one great
and important measure of legislation proposed by the Whig*
and carried by the voice of the people, through their repre¬
sentatives, that has not been frustrated by the veto. There
wjs the regulation of the curroncy by a bank ; there was

the distribution of the public lands ; there was the improve¬
ments by roads and canals; the protection of the rivers and bar
bora. Twice was the tariff vetoed, and only suffered to pass
in IS12 from sn apprehension that revenue would be granted
iu no other form.
On the other hand the Executive, by force of its own

will, and against the opinions of the people, and in s.<mi

eases against the direct votes of Congress until the purty
was better drilled, compelled the adoption of tlie mo*t iro-
porUnt measures which have been carried into effect, and
uudcr which the country has suflered its severest misfortunes.
Amongst the* I n te the specie circular, as it was called,
and the subjequent adoption of it by Congress, afusr that hotly
had rejected it: the Subtreasury which stands in the same

category ; the annexation ot Texas; the war with Mexico ;
the iasue of Government paper, exchequer bills, Ac.; and
theUtiffof 1846.

In ooth of these tarts you may recognise the most sicnifi-
csnt measures, for good and evil, of the iast twenty years:
the first invariably frustrated by the interposition of the Exe¬
cutive ; the latter invariably carrid hy it. Now, sir, it is the
exercise of this royal prerogative thst attracts the unmeasur¬
ed commendation of the new Democracy; it is this same

feature of public administration thit, m ire than any thinp
else, embodies and unites the Whig party against it. Which
of the two parties has the side of the people in this contest

Yet, in the face of a controversy *uch as this, and of such
a history as this, General Cass, iu that letter of acceptance of
the nomination to which I have refe'red. goes out of his way
to cast a reproach upon the Whig |>*rty, *"d to stigmatize it
with a charge of infidelity to the great cause of free govern¬
ment. " The Whigs do not believe in the capacity of man
for self government," is the import of b.« remark; "and
therein are they mainly distinguished from us, (the new De¬
mocracy,) who do believe in it! That is ' the starting point,
at which the two parties diverge. The Whigs are the lineal
descendants of the old Federal pfcrty.we come in direct line
from the old Democrats:" This from Gen. Lewis Cssm, in a
contest with Gen. Zacharv Taylor!
Who was General Cass > If ancient memories are to be

trusted, be was himself a Federalist; wore the black cockade in
the days when that was a badge; was elected to the Legisla¬
ture of Ohio as a Federalist, and only cbansed his name when
he found prefit in it. Such is the early story of Gon C »ss,
who has undertaken to defame a whole party in the United
SUtes by whst he manifestly regards as a pointed opprobrium,
a deduction of their political origin front the same cradle in
which ho was nurtured himself. What makes this piece of
detraction more .*J>ous is, not only thst it is grossly untrue,
as I have shown, but that it is also a severe, ungracious, and,
having reference to the kindness he received in the DJuuore
Convention, an ungrateful lling at his own party and per onal
friends.
On the other hand, who is General Taylor, against whom

this calumny is ns much levelled as against any one else ' An
old, esrly, snd unquestioned friend of Mr. Jeffer*®'* admin¬
istration -a Democrat from the beginning.a Democrat now,
in the truest sense of the word.one who now, after a life
time of sturdy and most honorable devotion to the seivice ol
his country, proclaims his attachment to the old -fashioned
Whig notions of constitutional power, as thst po**er was in-

I terprcted in the days when Executives had no embi^or toover-
step the due limits of their authority; when the people had no

| inclination te tolerate such ambition if it existed ; when v-toes
were not in fashion, and when the National Legislature was

allowed t.a executs the will of the people.
I Sir, Gen. Teyfor's two letters to Captain Allison, on »h«
veto power snd the other topics there referred to, sre worth
more then all the political letteis and polities! apeechrs to¬
gether which hsve been made in this canvsss on either side of
the question. There is more statesmsnsbip there, more due
appreciation of popular liberty end free government, more

point-b an's, upright and downright good sense, than can I*
distilled out of all General Caw's life, political, civil, ar mili¬
tary, giring him the benefit of the be* thing* he has ever said
or done or both s'des of eveiy political question Uj*»n which
he has alternately pledged himself to the country.

In »his rapid and running aketch of the history of parties,
so far as it was ne^esssry to illustrate the point of the libel
contained iu General Cass's letter; I think I have presented
you enough to show thst, in all the fundamental doctrine* of
the Whifc pafy, and in the leading measures of policy always
advocated by them, they are to-day rpecifically and precisely
in the position of the Democratic party when that party was

in its greatest vigor and popularity. And I have also shown
that the present Administration party in the country are as

specifically and precisely opposed to tbe Democratic '

have shown you, moreover, that, as far as we car trace th«
personal history of active political leaders up through thelaat
call century, the Democrats of old have moulded and embo¬
died the present VV big party ; and that the Federalists, on the
other side, have moulded and embodied the present Adminis¬
tration party ; that, wbiUt many former Democrats, rom con¬
siderations of personal ambition, or from higher motives of
conscience, h»v<>, deserted their ancient political faith, and ad¬
hered to the dominant parly, and followed it through all its
change, so alt> ) many patriotic and conscicntious Federalists
hsve haciificed their prejudices upon the altar of their coun-

tiy, and hav>» joined the ranks of the friends of Madison and
Monroa in the wa!jus t-fljrt to perpetuate their policy. They
'.lava joined this party in the day of its conciliations and tri¬
umphs, and they have adhered to it through all it* defeats and
its ai'versity, thus giving a pledge of the sincerity of their
attachment and the honesty of their convictions, for which
they are eminently entitled to their country's thank*.
Not many survive of these former days. Parties in the

country now are composed, in much the largest part, of a new
generation who know no'hing personally ol the past. If the
dead could be again reanimated and brought upon the political
theatre, Madison and hi* compeers, his friends, partisans,
champions and comrades, would form an army of Whigs.
They could be nothing else without upoetacj from all that
they professed to uphold and admire in the administration of
our form of (Jovernment. Such of them as have lived within
the juriod of our personal knowledge wore, almost to a man,
the udvocales of ail the essential Whig doctiines ; aud, of the
comparatively few that are now alive, the Urge majority are
still so. But the young who have grown up since, and the
numbers who uave become citizens of our couutry from other
climes.these two elapses of citizens constituting together,
perhups, four-filths of our population.are neither guided by
personal knowledge of the past, nor by the affections which
belong to the memory of a participation in the struggle of the
past, und arc, therefore, greatly liable to be misled by the
name which this new party has assumed, and to be tbua be¬
guiled from thnt scrutiny of its history and objects which it is
essential every man should mike in order to understand it. I
am persuaded, sir, that if the people of the United States would
calmly study this history, and weigh the grave questions which
it presents to their minds, there would not remain in the ranks
of the Administration one tithe of that number which now

give countenance and respectability to its struggle* for the
ascendency.

I am persuaded that the great mass of our countrymen,
whether native or adopted citizeiu, wpuld rally with the Whigs
around the principles and |»licy of the administration of Madi¬
son, and that this pinchbeck and copper-washed counterfeit of
Democracy would be doomed 10 a short and lingering life in
the hearts of the American people. The people intend to be
right. They are earnestly and deeply sensible of the value of
a free aud pure representative Government. They aiWnire
and lovo our democratic representative system. They have
unalterable faith in their capacity to govern themselves. Their
sentiment are right, their purposes are good. The most

dangerous impediment which they may have to encounter, in
the accomplishment ot all the high and glorious aims which
they hsve proposed to themselves iu this great enterprise of
constructing the happiest Government upon eaith, will be the
listening with a too credulous ear to the teachings of those
who miy seek to poison their minds with the belief that the
Executive of the nation is a better frirtid to freedom than the
Legislature. Administration has too long already had the
control of legisluti n. Let them be divorced; and let the Pre¬
sident of the Uuited States understand that it is the prerogative
of the people to make the laws, and his duty to execute them as

they come to his hand. It is the error of our time to suppose
that the Chief Magistrate is a better judge uf the wants ot the
people than the Chief Legislature. Give the people, through
their legislature, full opportunity and power to enact what
they desire, and tho country will always be free and heppy.
This, sii, is the golden precept of General Taylor. It is
worth, at litis time, all the political wisdom of tho day. It is
Lis creed, his Lith, his platform. Let the country elect him
and it will be theirs.

COMMUNISM.
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Various experiments mode in this country to tot the prac¬
ticability of effecting tho regeneration ol society, by wild and
chiirerical schemes of reform, having for their basis the aboli¬
tion of property, have signal'y failed. In France, where the
reconstruction of the political edifice afforded an ampler scope
for the radical renovation of the social system, the libors of
the Communists, Fouriesites, and Saint Simanians have only
increased the mUerv and degradation of the masses whose con¬

dition they sought to elevate. These results are quite in ac¬

cordance with an enlightened public sentiment; for the falla¬
cy of such theories is as obvious to reason aa are the evils they
propose to remedy. Wealth and want are near neighbors ;
but the policy were short-sighted that should endeavor to re¬

lieve by constraint the poverty of the one with the superfluity
of thi) other. Polit cal revolutions are easy or difficult of ae-

comptishtncnl, in proportion as the evils to be redressed aro

general or partial in their operation, fci the overthrow of
Louis Philippe the interests of a whole conimcni'.y prepon¬
derated over thorn-of a dynasty. The right of assembling,
the liberty of the press, rights essential to restrain abuses of
administration und to keep the public burdens fr»m transcend-
ing endurable limits, were important alike to rich and poor,
and their violation and attempted withdrawal united all classes
ot the people against the king's government, and it was over

thiown in an heir. Bu' when the war of want broke out be-
twe«*n the hovel and the hotiar, under circamstance° as favora¬
ble to the assailants as could well concur, the results proved
that the resources of wealth were more than adequate to coun¬
teract th reckless desperation of poverty, and demonstrated
the bopele <ness of the struggle. But the plan proposed by
Communism to remedy inequality in the distnbution of proper¬
ty is la be condemned, not alone because of the apparently
insuperable olx'acln in the way of its execution, and because
of the fruitless strife and bloodshed tbst would ensue from for¬
cible efforts to establish it, but, in addition to these impor¬
tant considerations, Itecause of its ineffieacy to produce more
Ihsn temporary relief. The fear ol poverty and the ambition
to l<eccme rich are the great stimulants to produc'ion, and the
ambition and the fear are alike engendered by the con tent
contemplation of the existence of these two extremes. Th«
labor and pains now applied to accumulate an aggregation of
valuable things would cease simultaneously with the removal
of emulation and anxiety. Why should a roan strive for that
which he has '

# The love of richrs may impel tnen to labox
who are secure of a provision tor their want-t; but no man
will work, without the atimulua of want, who knows tbst the
stranger will reap the fruit of his toil beyond what is required
for his own a', solute necessities.
The effect if an enforced equality of property and condition

upon tho development of human character and cnpabililiis,
ami upon tho consequent progress of our race, is admirably
described in the subjoined paragraph from a recent work of
Mi. Mill, entitled " Principles of P diticsl Economy, with
some of their applications to Social Principles." The pas¬
sage is part of a clear and decisive refutation of the principles
of Communism and its kindred theories.
" Assuming, however, sll th-; succers which is claimed for

this state of society by its partisans, it remains to be conmder-
ed how muih would be r< ally gained lur mankind, and whether
the form that would be given 10 life, and the character which
would be imprested on hitman nature, can satisfy any but a

very low estimate of th<* capabilities of the species. These
who have never known freedom from anxiety as to the means

of subsistence, srs apt to overrate what is gained tor positive
enjoyment by the mere absence of that. uncertainty. Tbe-
necessaries of life, when they have a'ways been secure tor the
whole ot life, are scarcely more a subject of consciousness or
a source of hoppiness than the elements. There is little at¬
tractive in a monotonous routine, without vicissitude*, but
w itLout excitement; a life spent in the enforced observance
of an external rule, ar.d performance of a presented task < ao
which labor would lie devoid of its chief sweetener, the though!
that eveiy effort tells perceptibly on tht laborer's own inter¬
ests or those of some one with whom he identifies himself;
in which no one could by his own exertion* imp rove his con-

dition, or that of the obiecta of his private affecti >na; in whiefc.
no one's way of lite, oecjpations, or movements, w >ula oe-

pend on choice, but each would lie the slave of all; a social
sys'rm in which identity of education and pursuits would im¬
press on ail the same unvarying type of character, to the de¬
struction of that multiform development of human* nature,.
ttiac manifold un!iken> sses, that divei Jty of tastes and tal-nts,
aud va.ir'.y of intellectual points of view wh'ch, by pre»-nun|L
to each innumerable notions that he could net have cooceivsilf
ofhimsrlf, sre the great stimulus to intellect and the main¬
spring ot mental and moral progression. The perfection of
social arrangements would be to aecure to all persons complete
independence and freedom of artion, sobject te> no restriction
but that uf not doing injury to others; but the scl.erne which
we are considering abrogates this freedom entirely, and places
every action of every member of the community uudei
command."

H*Lr a*i> HiLf..We hea-J a goo-J one a fewdhya since
of an old German woman, who keej» an inn *cinc*l.ere in
;he Whig county of So:i>er.«et. Be it remoin'iereJ, that though
'he widow w is cute enough in he' paitieuiar lino, she w.is
r Hisldersbly out tjf sorts on poli'ical matters. " Hsvo von any
Pass i.teu in this neighborhood inquired a travel!*- as he
*ip)ied I is last cup of coiVso. " Nse," replied the widow, " '"**
'.'ash m»n." All Taylor men, I suppose then," said the
<tr*ngcr. " N*e, nse Daylor men, too," «aid the old lady
"What! sll for Van Huren here," cried the geni.Voian, in
astonishment, as he rose from the table. "iNae, nolsxly
gooeh tor Van Puren too," said the wid m. " Well, then,
who the mischief aw* they going for," inquired the traveller,
who ky th<s time began to thiuk the old lady *a#

him, " Vy, about one half of 'eoi gossh foe ar oid teller dey
ealla ' Rough tnd Ready,' and de oder half geesh for siw.er

old veller dey calls 4 Old Zback,' resiled the wiuow, as sbe-
priKtedcJ to dear off the table.Com.


